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I grew up in the suburbs outside of Orlando, beyond Disney World, rollercoasters, and tourists. I was fortunate 

enough to attend academically strong public schools and was encouraged to challenge myself, from enrolling in 

advanced math classes to joining a rigorous science research program that allowed me to turn my budding 

interest in science into a passion. As an undergraduate at the University of Florida, I was drawn to electrical 

engineering because of its use in the numerous gadgets I carried around with me. I joined Tau Beta Pi, was 

actively involved on campus, and took full advantage of every opportunity to travel and do research.  

Beyond my engineering studies, I developed a keener sense of my surroundings. I saw growing social and 

economic disparities due solely to a person’s background. I saw that many of my peers were outrageously 

intelligent but lacked the academic foundation to succeed because they didn’t have the support and resources I 

had in my school district. As someone with an analytical brain and activist heart, I strove to personify the socially 

conscious engineer. By my senior year of college, I knew I wanted to use my engineering abilities in a broader 

context. I was accepted to a PhD program in bioengineering, but I was torn. I had been offered admission to a 

world-class program, but I was angered that others my age didn’t have this incredible opportunity because I had 

access to resources they didn’t. 

Compelled to make a difference at the ground level, I deferred my enrollment in graduate school to join Teach 

For America, where I taught high school science in a low-income, rural community west of Phoenix.  Teaching was 

the most grueling and life-changing experience I have had.  While many of my students previously felt left behind, 

I tried everything possible to make science engaging and rigorous. I sought out countless resources to improve my 

teaching, from science education websites and observations of master teachers to after-school coffee sessions 

with education professors and regular teaching evaluations by administrators. To make the biggest impact I could, 

I became actively involved: I helped re-establish the National Honor Society; organized the district’s largest 

science fair; co-wrote the curriculum for and taught an engaging Forensic Science course; wrote more college 

recommendation letters than I thought possible; graded a seemingly infinite number of assignments; and 

challenged students to meet their highest potential.  

During my time in Phoenix, I saw students like Maria, a first-generation Mexican-American whose parents were 

migrant farm workers, graduate from high school and study civil engineering with a full scholarship. I saw fellow 

teachers like Liz provide extensive student feedback, plan engaging labs that helped all students understand the 

content, and teach her science classes better than any educator I have seen. I saw administrators like Tawn 

research the best teaching and administrative practices, encourage teacher collaboration, and challenge the 

status quo to make the best students and teachers.  

As a graduate student finishing my dissertation, I have found that my experience with Teach For America was not 

a departure or distraction from engineering. The same principles for success in education hold true in engineering. 

I constantly review published literature to see what techniques work. I reflect on my individual performance weekly 

with lab meetings that scrutinize my results with a fine-toothed comb. I directly collaborate with researchers are 

multiple institutions to make my research both scientifically sound and actually useful.  

As a member of Tau Beta Pi, you are expected to uphold integrity and excellence in engineering. As a Teach For 

America Corps member, you will live this creed everyday by educating the youth of America. You will bring a 

passion for science, engineering, and math that is sorely needed in low-income schools. I urge each of you to 

consider becoming Teach For America Corps members and help positively transform the lives of future engineers 

(and Tau Beta Pi members) across the country. 
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